
Harvard University Participation Agreement 

I understand that my research is governed by the policies of Harvard University, including 
Harvard’s “Statement of Policy in Regard to Intellectual Property” (the “IP Policy”) 
(http://www.otd.harvard.edu/resources/policies/IP/). I understand that there are also other 
important research-related policies of the University, including, for example, policies concerning 
research integrity, protecting human and animal subjects, conflicts of interest and commitment, 
collaboration with industry, data retention, and other matters. 

To help carry out the IP Policy and other research policies and to help Harvard fulfill its 
responsibilities relating to research, and in consideration of my employment by Harvard, my 
participation in Harvard research or other projects, and/or my use of funds, facilities or other 
resources provided by or through Harvard, I agree as follows: 

 I acknowledge that I am bound by and must comply with Harvard’s research policies, 
including the IP Policy, as they may be amended from time to time. 

 I will report promptly to the Office of Technology Development any Invention, Sponsored 
Computer Software and/or Unpatented Material (as those capitalized terms are defined 
in the IP Policy, here referred to together as “Developments”) that the IP policy requires 
me to disclose to Harvard. I hereby assign to Harvard all my right, title and interest in all 
Developments that Harvard is entitled to own under the terms of the IP Policy, and all 
patent rights, copyrights and other intellectual property rights in those Developments 
throughout the world. I hereby grant to Harvard any rights required to be granted to 
Harvard under the terms of the IP Policy with respect to Incidental Inventions (as defined 
in the IP Policy) or other Developments I am entitled to own. 

 I understand that Harvard sometimes makes agreements with third parties involving 
funding of research, research collaboration, or use of materials, data, rights, equipment 
or other things. I understand that if I do work to which such a third party agreement 
pertains, I must abide by that agreement as it relates to me. If any such agreement 
requires that my copyrights in works of authorship (for example, research reports or 
articles) be assigned or licensed to Harvard or a third party, I hereby assign or license to 
Harvard the copyrights that are needed in order to fulfill the agreement. 

 I agree to cooperate with Harvard in such reasonable steps as may be needed to carry 
out its research policies and to confirm, establish or protect the rights of Harvard or its 
designees. This may include, for example, executing additional documents, assisting in 
the filing of patent applications, and letting Harvard see my research data or materials. 

 I have not made and will not make any agreement with any other person, organization or 
company regarding inventions, discoveries, copyrightable materials or other research-
related matters, which agreement conflicts or might conflict with this Agreement, the IP 
Policy or other Harvard research policies. 

 If I am a Faculty member of a Faculty or School of the University that has adopted an 
Open Access Policy, I hereby confirm my grant to Harvard of a non-exclusive license 
with respect to my scholarly articles, as set forth in that policy. 

 The obligations of this Agreement will survive termination of my participation in Harvard 
research activities. This Agreement is binding on me and my estate, heirs and assigns. 

 

Signed _____________________________________________ Date ___________________ 

Print Name __________________________________________ 


